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Field day to bring
the community

together in fun way ==

BY AMBER BROWN
East County Journal

ooking for an end of
summer event for the
entire family to have fun

at? A Community Field Day is
being brought to Morton’s Gust
Backstrom Park by a collaboration
between the Morton Community
Bible Church and the East Lewis
County Chamber of Commerce
with assistance from the Pastor’s
Pantry.

From 5 to 9 p.m. on Saturday,
Aug. 29 the people of East Lewis
County, and beyond, are invited
to come and gather for a field day
get-together.

The games that will offered
are tug of war, sack racing, giant
soccer, cornhole, bocce ball, kick

ball and other field type games.
Feel free to bring a game from
home to share as well.

The ELC  Chamber of
Commerce and Pastor’s Pantry
will be providing the food and
drink. There will be 500 hot dogs,
chips and soda.

After dinner, Pastor Matt
Johnson from the Morton
Community Bible Church was able
to get the license to show David,
an animated biblical musical
drama film released in theaters in
December 2025.

“We want an opportunity to
bring the community together,”

said Rhonda Cornwell, president -

of the chamber of commerce.
If this event has a big enough

be able to host several a year.

entrance.
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showing of people, the hope is to Construction continues at Morton Elementary school including some new sidewalks near the East

Student meal program starts strong at beginning of school year

BY AMBER BROWN
East County Journal

ummer is coming to an end
S and Livable Packwood’s
Backpack  Program is
gearing up to start in September.
At the regular meeting of
Livable Packwood on Thursday,
Aug. 20, Gretchen Fritsch talked
about the needs of the program.
“I think we are going to send
home backpacks every week
right out of the gate,” Fritsch
said. There are 74 students in the
White Pass School District that
have been identified as needing
extra food security outside of
school hours. This number is up
from last year when there had
only been 69 identified.

Fritsch has been working
with Paula Burrows and the
Footsteps for Hope non-profit
whose focus is to provide food
for students. Last year they were
able to consistently donate $800
each month towards feeding the
children. Fritsch was unclear
how much would be donated
this year and was set to meet
Burrows before the end of the
month.

Fritsch quickly did the math.
Based on her calculations, she
needs to raise a minimum of
$2.,960 each month to sustain the
program.

Anyone who would like to
volunteer to fill the backpacks
would need to reach out to
Livable Packwood through their

website and pass a background
check (mandatory when working
with children’s activities).
Anyone who would like to
donate to the program can also
go to the website, be sure to
select the backpack program
when setting up the payment.
Fritsch also looked to the

future.

This summer, Livable
Packwood did not have
the capacity to take on the
challenges of getting the
backpacks to the students.

However, Burrows worked with
the school to continue the same
sort of program. It was not as
successful as it could have been
due to many of the challenges
identified by Livable Packwood.

Art garden beautification project
by high school students presented

to White Pas

BY AMBER BROWN
East County Journal

he White Pass School
TBoard meeting’s “School

Spotlight,” presented on
Monday, Aug. 17, by art teacher
CJ. Elsip focused on the Art
Garden Project that has been
a year in the making and will
continue into the 2026-27 school
year.

Elsip’s classroom has a door
that opens behind the school
toward the baseball field. She had
been eyeing the bare ground and
trying to decide what to do with it.
The solution came with the idea of
an outdoor beautification project
in which the students are taking
part.

“The Art Garden is a long-term,
student-led outdoor beautification
and habitat project that blends
art, design and horticulture to
transform a section of our front
facing yard into vibrant, living and
learning space.

“The inspiration comes from
students’ desire to make something
lasting and meaningful, in an
environment that reflects their
creativity while also serving the
daily life of our campus through
the season,” Elsip wrote in her
PowerPoint presentation to the
board.

Elsip told the board how the
project is a legacy for the students
and that they will be learning
practical applications to the skills
thatthey would be learning through
the project. Some of the skills that
they would be learning is patience,
problem solving, teamwork and
pride in contributing to something
bigger than themselves.

During the design process they
would use observation skills,
mapping, defining the purpose
of the project, consider the
constraints of the project, planning,

@

Board

Photo courtesy of CJ Elsip

Student's in CJ Elsip's art class at White Pass High School learned
how to create, decorate and finish the terracotta tiles for the Art

Garden project.

imagineering, sketching, iteration,
digital planning and design before
moving to the building phase.

In the end they decided to make
terracotta tiles that they would
create and design. The tiles would
be placed into three-foot by three-
foot squares. They also had to
factor in that there was a sloped
area where they would need to
level areas and build a retaining
wall.

During the building process,
they learned how to make
terracotta and glaze the tiles. The
class was able to use industry
standard tools that will assist them
after they leave high school.

One design that they made was
terracotta tic-tac-toe tiles. “Try
saying that five times fast,” Elsip
joked. She showed pictures of
what the tiles looked like and what
the students had created as place
holders.

During the summer, the first
three-foot by three-foot concrete
slab was placed. Elsip was
assisted by Randle resident Tim
Clairbourn in being able to create
the slabs in which the terracotta
tiles are placed.

The next steps on the project is
for the students to keep learning.
“We are going to be looking into
ways to create shade,” Elsip said.
In consideration of underground
piping, she is having the students
look at what can be created using
planters.

They are also going to focus
on how plants can be used for
dyes and stains. There is a multi-
sensory aspect to the project as
they learn about which plants can
be used for fragrances, how to
care for plants and the irrigation
needed for each plant.

Board member Janet Collier

See WPSB Page 2

There is a privacy issue where
only certain staff are informed of
the student’s need and therefore
that information could not be
shared with Livable Packwood.
Transportation for parents to
come and get the food during
a limited time frame presented
another challenge.

These have been identified and
Fritsch will be working with key
members of staff throughout the
school year to discover solutions
for next summer.

A Packwood Halloween
is in the works for its second
year. Halloween is on Saturday
this year and the multiple
organizations coming together
to host A Packwood Halloween
at the Packwood Schoolhouse

Event Center want to take
advantage of that date.

However, Kim Pawlawski,
Livable = Packwood  Pantry
organizer, has been in discussions
with the Superintendent of White
Pass School District and they are
discussing when the school will
host the Boo Fest festivities. If
they can have Boo Fest earlier
in the day, then A Packwood
Halloween would take place
towards evening so that the
students could come and enjoy
both. More information will
come after the organizations
coordinate.

In the monthly reports,
Pawlawski shared that the Livable

see Packwood Page 2

Mossyrock’s school year

begins Sept. 1 and Sept. 3

BY BUDDY ROSE
The East County Journal

ossyrock school board
directors discussed the
upcoming start of the

2026-2027 school year with new
Superintendent Effie Dean during
their regular school board meeting
last Monday, Aug. 17. School
begins on a staggered schedule
beginning Sept. 1 for Grades 7-12.
The first day for Grades 1-6 will
be Sept. 3 and for Kindergarten
and Transition to Kindergarten the
first day will be Sept. 8. Staff will
be coming in this week Aug. 25-27
for preparation and professional
development activities.

Superintendent Dean
announced she will be meeting
with school parents and others at
the Meet the Teachers Night open
house at the school on Aug. 26
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. She will also
be providing an opportunity for
community members to meet with
her for coffee at the Lemon Tree
Café on Thursday, Aug. 27 from
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Junior  high/high  school
Principal Lori Cournyer
announced the Aug. 26 open house
will also be when students will get
their class schedules and school
supplies. Junior high students
are scheduled for 4:00 p.m. that
evening, high school students are
scheduled at 5:00 p.m. along with
Grade 12 at 5:30 p.m. Fall sports
parent meetings will follow at
6:00 p.m. Relating to fall sports,
she noted high school football
begins Aug. 19 followed by all
other fall sports on Aug. 24.

Cournyer noted there are
many high school advancement
opportunities  available  this
year. In addition to Running
Start at Centralia College there
will be college-in-the high-
school credits through Eastern
Washington ~ University  for
four English classes. There is
also a 3-credit College Success

course through Centralia College
(required for students planning to
attend Centralia College). Other
advanced studies include the
Nursing Assistant Certification
program along with Advanced
Chemistry, Pre-Calculus  and
Calculus classes. Centralia
College also offers dual credits
in Office User, Introduction to
Chemistry, Chemistry, Marketing
and Agriculture Mechanics for
students attaining a “B” grade or
better in those classes. Another
opportunity is being provided this
year through a GEAR UP grant
that will allow the hiring of an
additional staff member at no cost
for the district to help students
with college and career readiness
opportunities.

Elementary Principal Angela
Bacon reported a grant for free
and reduced cost lunches this
past summer was secured with
the help of Paula Barrows, from
Lewis County Footsteps of Hope.
The grant provided lunches that
benefitted 16 local families and 92
kids, she said.

Bacon also noted data should
soon be available regarding
student testing scores. To offer
further test assistance this year, a
representative from ESD 113 will
be coming for two days in the
fall, winter and spring to provide
coaching for staff and students in
Grades K-6.

New Athletic Director John
Hartz introduced himself, noting
that he is coming from Idaho
where he has worked with six
school districts. His plans for
Mossyrock are to focus on coach
accountability for their actions
along with their work ethic and
preparedness. The same goes for
the athletes, he said. He will stress
player accountability for their
behavior and their work ethic.

Mossyrock Mayor Randall
Sasser addressed the board and

see School year page 2




