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Stevenson, Washington

Enjoylng Skamania County Fair Parade

Photo courtesy Jesse Archer

Mary Repar, Andy Grossman, and a massive pitchfork on the Save the Stevenson Grange float at the 2026 Skamania County Fair

parade.

A long-term water
supply forecast
predicts shortages,
droughts in
Washington’s
Columbia Basin

BY COURTNEY FLATT
Northwest Public
Broadcasting

draft water supply
forecast predicts
hat in the future,

the Columbia Basin will
have less water available in
the summer and early fall.
Problems could crop up
with water availability by
the mid-2040s, according to
Washington’s  Department
of Ecology.

Every five years, the de-

partment must consider the
long-term changes in water
needs and supplies — and
what that could mean for
people and wildlife. By
looking 20 years ahead in
each report, water manag-
ers hope to help communi-
ties and lawmakers plan for
long-term water needs.
“Infrastructure has aged,
climate has changed, crops
are diversifying, popula-
tions are moving, so the
timing and quantity of our
Continued on p. 2

RTC seeking public
comments on draft

2026 Coordinated
Public Transit

he Southwest Wash-
ington Regional
Transportation

Council (RTC) is seek-
ing public comment on its
draft 2026 Coordinated
Public Transit-Human
Services  Transportation
Plan,  https://rtc.wa.gov/
programs/human-services-
transportation-plan.

The intent of the state-
and federally-required
Plan is to identify the spe-
cial transportation needs
of people with disabilities,
low income, the young
and the elderly and those
in rural locations who can-
not provide transportation
for themselves. The draft
document will be available
online on August 31, 2026.

The formal public com-
ment and review period
will run from September
1, 2026, through October

1, 2026. The RTC Board is
scheduled to approve the fi-
nal 2026 Coordinated Pub-
lic Transit-Human Services
Transportation Plan at its
Tuesday November 3, 2026

meeting.

Written comments
may be sent to RTC, PO
Box 1366, Vancouver,

WA 98666-1366, or use
the public feedback form.
Comments may also be
made at the 4:00 p.m., Oc-
tober 6, 2026 RTC Board
meeting. Information on
how to participate at the
RTC Board Meeting may
be found online the week
prior.

For more information:

Adam Fiss, Senior Plan-
ner

Regional Transportation
Council

564-397-5232

Courtesy photo

Rep. Gluesenkamp Perez receiving a tour of the new welding education cen-
ter from a Fort Vancouver High School student.

Gluesenkamp Perez speaks at
High School Trades Education
Center ribbon cutting event

Last week, Rep. Marie
Gluesenkamp Perez was
home in Southwest Wash-
ington making official vis-
its. During this period, she
joined first responders at a
command station to learn
about wildland firefight-
ing efforts and spoke at the
ribbon cutting for a new
trades education center.

As wildfires continue to
plague the northwest, the
Congresswoman  stopped
in at the High Lava Fire
Incident Command Center.
The High Lava Fire has
rapidly become the largest
in Southwest Washington,
estimated to be about 1300
acres during the Congress-
woman’s visit. Experts
at the command center
briefed her on their work
to contain a wildfire, and
the resources they need to
get their jobs done.

The Congresswoman
has consistently worked to
support wildland firefight-
ers and wildfire preven-
tion, including introducing
the Treating Tribes and

Counties as Good Neigh-
bors Act, which was enact-
ed into law last year, to ex-
pand the Forest Service’s
Good Neighbor Authority
to better manage wildlands
and reduce wildfire risks.
The Congresswoman also
recently wrote to the For-
est Service to press the
agency to maintain and
improve wildfire prepared-
ness and prevention activi-
ties through their restruc-
turing.

The next day, Rep.
Gluesenkamp Perez vis-
ited Vancouver to attend
the ribbon cutting of a new
trades education center
at Fort Vancouver High
School. At the ribbon cut-
ting she spoke about her
long running support for
trades education and the
value of getting students
into durable technical ca-
reers. You can watch her
remarks here.

“It’s incredible to see
this continuance of what
really merits pride. Where
people are known by the

things that they make and
the skill and attention
they bring to it. That is
what makes our country
so strong, and that is what
we’re seeing here today,”
Said Rep. Gluesenkamp
Perez, “I’'m proud to see
this diligence in supporting
our shop teachers, support-
ing shop programs, mak-
ing sure kids have a place
in their school where they
can be the best every day.
I cannot say it enough, this
is exactly what our country
needs and I’m so grateful
to everyone who has put
time and muscle into doing
this.”

Rep Gluesenkamp Per-
€z co-owns an auto repair
and machine shop, and has
been passionate through-
out her career about get-
ting students involved in
trades education. She has
fought for AP credits for
shop class and introduced
legislation to allow the use
of 529 funds for students
who pursue trades based
career paths.

News
Briefs

Spring Creek
Hatchery marks
125 years

Spring Creek National
Fish Hatchery has been
producing salmon for
125 years. There will be
a 125th Celebration and
Open House from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., on Sept. 19.

The special day will
highlight adult salmon
viewing as they jump
up the fish ladder, swim
around in the holding
ponds and are spawned
by hatchery staff. Inter-
preters will be on hand to
explain all stages of the
salmon spawning pro-
cess.

There will also be
salmon migration mini
golf, partner tables and
kid activities.

Come enjoy an educa-
tional, fun day and learn
how we produce 12.5
million Tule fall chinook
salmon each year.

Chamber
Advocacy
Luncheon

Join The Skama-
nia County Chamber of
Commerce September 2,
at 11:30 am. to 2 p.m. at
Elk Ridge Restaurant at
Carson Hot Springs for:

“Forestlands: Why
State Trust Lands Matter
to Every Business”

$25 per person | Lunch
included

Prepaid registration is
required by 5 p.m. on Au-
gust 28.

Space is limited, so
early registration is en-
couraged.

Play Frontier —
Now Enrolling

Toddler and Preschool
Enrollment Open. Look-
ing for a nature-based
program where children
can play, explore, create
and learn outdoors ev-
ery day? Play Frontier in
Stabler offers nurturing,
play-based programs for:
Toddlers: 12-36 months
Preschool: 3-7 years
Children spend 2—5 hours
outdoors each day, with
hands-on art, STEM, na-
ture exploration and plen-
ty of opportunities for
imaginative play. Come
join our Play Frontier
community. Stabler, WA
hello@playfrontier.org

Help stock the
school shelves

Windermere Real
Estate Columbia Riv-
er Gorge is partnering
with KGW for its an-
nual School Supply Drive
through August 31. Do-
nations of new school
supplies can be dropped
off weekdays from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the Stevenson
Windermere office, 220
SW Second St. Supplies
collected locally will be
distributed to schools in
Continued on p. 2
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